
Faculty and program schedule are subject to change. Policy Pathways does not discriminate 
on the basis of gender, marital status, pregnancy, race, color, ethnicity, national origin, age, 
disability, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, veteran status, or other legally protected 
characteristics in any program, activity, admission, or employment.

Policy Pathways, Inc., is a non-partisan, 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization that offers educational 
programs to prepare young people to stand 
out in academic and career pipelines in public 
policy, public administration, and policy-related 
disciplines and fields in the public and private 
sectors. Policy Pathways provides professional 
development opportunities for students as well
as individuals not enrolled in school.

Young people are aware of the impact of public
policies on their lives and the world. More 
efficient communication, increased information,
and the power to mobilize people and resources 
through social media give youth the tools 
and platforms to challenge assumptions and 
long-held beliefs. Yet young people seek new 
approaches and understanding of complex 
policy issues. Policy Pathways helps them build 
leadership skills, analyze ways to influence and
cause change, and understand how policies and 
political decisions affect their daily lives.

We envision a society in which high-level 
policy decision-makers are more diverse and 
in which previously disenfranchised groups 
and communities have more power, as well 
as more voice, in policy formation and public 
policy decisions.

OUR VISION

ABOUT POLICY PATHWAYS
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Dr. D. Pulane Lucas, President and CEO

P.O. Box 29445, Richmond, VA 23242

(866) 465-6671

info@policypathways.org
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our college preparatory curriculum.

The Shaping Our Future: Policy Pathways 
course is a one-credit elective open to all 
high school students. Through our student-
centered approach to learning, we aim to 
meet students where they are and offer them 
a rich curriculum including lectures, case 
studies, practical and hands-on activities, 
group projects, and workshops that build 
knowledge and enhance research, critical 
thinking, writing, and public speaking skills.

Our public policy course aligns with Virginia
Standards of Learning assessments. Our 
program is designed to enrich existing 
curricula at RPS high schools. By working 
collaboratively with RPS administrators and 
teachers, our aim is to help schools meet 
academic, equity, and student satisfaction 
goals.

Each participant must have access to a 
computer and the Internet. All course content 
is delivered remotely to students enrolled 
in face-to-face, hybrid, or online classroom 
settings.

This engaging and challenging educational 
program, with hands-on experience, is taught 
by Richmond Public Schools teachers in 
collaboration with top professors, policy 
experts, and leading decision-makers who 
equip you to think critically about real-world
policy issues.

Five core areas of study inform fifteen
interlocking modules:

Critical Thinking
Policy Formation
Policy Analysis
Advocacy and Persuasion
The Capstone Project

By working in teams on exciting Capstone 
projects, you will build creative thinking, 
critical thinking, communication, collaboration, 
and citizenship skills. The Virginia Department 
of Education lists these five skills as core 
competencies high school students should 
demonstrate before graduation. Through 
the study of policy formation and analysis, 
economics, public administration, research 
methods, statistics, critical thinking, advocacy, 
and persuasive writing, we help you lay 
the foundation for a future with enhanced 
academic and career opportunities

This course al lows students to build 
leadership skills, self-confidence, and the 
capacity to observe the impact of local, 
national and global policies while aspiring to 
become policy makers who positively impact 
the world for global good.

Students who have an interest in learning 
about public policy, public administration, 
and international affairs and becoming policy 
leaders are encouraged to apply.

To enroll in the Shaping Our Future: Policy 
Pathways course, students must be in grades 
9 - 12 and attend John Marshall, George 
Wythe, Armstrong, or Huguenot High Schools.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
To enroll, please contact your school 
counselor or the following RPS teachers:

• Dr. Milondra Coleman (JMHS)
• Mr. Wayne Thomas (GWHS)
• Mr. Dearrion Snead (AHS)
• Ms. Kaitlyn Siedlarczyk (HHS)
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